Indigenous knowledge of herbal medicines for skin diseases like boils, eczema, scabies, septic abscess, itching and skin allergy, burns, chicken pox, warts and leucoderma, fungal and bacterial infections, including healing cuts and wounds has been documented by randomly interviewing Chakma, Marma and Tanchunga tribes of the Hill Tracts districts of Bangladesh since 1995. The plant parts of 60 species belonging to 40 families were known to be used. The plant specimens were collected, identified and preserved at the Herbarium of Chittagong University. An enumeration of these plants is presented along with their tribal names, categories of skin diseases, plant parts with preparation and route of administration.
Introduction
The Hill Tracts of Bangladesh includes three districts, viz., Bandarban, Khagrachari and Rangamati, and are located in the south east corner of the country with Kaptai Watershed area between 21º25´ and 23º45´ N and between 91º45´ and 92º52´ E.
A large number of tribal populations under 14 major tribes, viz., Chakma, Marma, Murong, Tanchunga, Tripura, Chack, Bhome, Pangkhoa, Kheyang, Rheyang, Rakhain, Lushai, Kuki and Khumi live as forest inhabitants in the remote areas throughout the Hill Tracts where there is no or poor introduction of education and modern medical systems of health care (Rahman et al. 2003a) . A vast knowledge of use of plants as sources of medicine was known to be available among elderly men and women, specially among traditional herbalists who are known as baiddaya. This valuable indigenous knowledge is disappearing day by day due to the development of modern health care systems in the hilly areas (Rahman et al. 2003b) . The documentation and publications on the indigenous knowledge or the use of plants by tribal people are meagre (Alam 1992 , Rahman 1997 , 1999 , 2007 , 2003a , 2003b , 2007 .
Preparation of a complete inventory of this indigenous knowledge of herbal medicine are in progress under the Biodiversity Link Project between Chittagong (Bangladesh) and Aberdeen (UK) Universities since 1995. The first report of the series was made on the herbal treatment of Jaundice (Rahman et al. 2003a ) and the second report was on the cure of diarrhoea, dysentery, indigestion and stomachace (Rahman et al. 2003b ). The present communication, the third of the series, deals with the indigenous knowledge of treating skin diseases among three major tribes, Chakma, Marma and Tanchunga of the Hill Tracts districts of Bangladesh.
Materials and Methods
Documentation of the knowledge of herbal practices for the cure of skin diseases including healing cuts and wounds of skin, was made under Biodiversity Link Project among three major tribes, Chakma, Marma and Tanchunga of Bandarban, Rangamati and Khagrachari districts, Bangladesh. Information/data were recorded by taking random interviews of the herbalists, elderly men and women. The vernacular names, methods of preparation and route of administration were E-mail of the author: <atiquerahman125@hotmail.com> recorded through repeated interviews of practitioners. The source and location of plant material were traced out and recognized with the help of informers. The fertile plant samples were collected, photographed and preserved at the Herbarium of Chittagong University (HCU) as voucher specimens. The plant specimens were critically examined with the help Long-arm Stereo Microscope (LSM) and identified by comparing with the identified specimens of Bangladesh National Herbarium (DACB), and HCU and Bangladesh Forest Research Institute herbarium (BFRIH). The Flora of Bangladesh and recently published other local Floras including Ahmed et al. (2009) were also consulted for current nomenclature.
Medicinal and ethnobotanical literature such as, Chopra (1958) , Chopra et al. (1956) , Dastur (1977) , Hassan and Huq (1993) , Khan (1986, 1996) , Jain (1991) , Ghani (2002) , Khan et al., (2002) , Mia and Huq (1988) , , Rahman (1999) , Yusuf et al. (1994 Yusuf et al. ( , 2009 were consulted for pharmacological properties and ethnobotanical reports of recorded species. An enumeration of these plants is prepared with the documented information.
Results and Discussions
The ethnobotanical investigation on skin diseases among Chakma, Marma and Tanchunga tribes revealed that mostly elderly men and women are commonly suffering from eczema, scabies, septic abscess, fungal/bacterial infection, boils, wounds and skin allergy. More than 70% of them receive herbal treatments from either Baiddaya or elderly women. It was revealed that mostly Chakma tribe of Rangamati district have their vast knowledge of herbal treatments compared to other tribes, and that the herbal treatments still remain as an integral part of the health care systems. The documented data also revealed that the bacterial and fungal infections, eczema and skin allergy are more common and herbal medicine is usually the means of treatment.
Screening of the voucher specimens resulted in the identification of 60 plant species of which 25 are used for the treatment of boils, 10 for allergy and itching, 9 for fungal/bacterial infections, 8 for healing cuts and wounds, 6 for each of eczema and scabies, 5 for septic abscess, 1 for each of wart, acne, leucoderma, chicken pox and measles. Twelve species are found to have been using for the treatment of more than one category, and Cardiospermum helicacabum L. is remarkably used by almost all tribes for the treatment of chicken pox. The medicinal literature, so far reviewed, revelaled that none of these recorded species has its pharmacological properties against skin ailments. However, the plants used for the treatment of several categories of skin diseases are enumerated in Table 1 . 
